HARVAED HEALTH TALKS
III, VACCINATION
History. The gift of the practice-of
vaccination came in 1798 from the Eng-
lish physician, Edward Jenner. When
an apprentice to a surgeon some thirty
years earlier, he became interested in the
popular local belief that any person who
had had cowpox could not take small-
pox. He learned that milkers frequently
had pustular eruptions on their hands,
contracted from cows having similar
eruptions on the udder, and he found
further that such individuals had been
known to escape smallpox even when
directly exposed to it. He conceived the
idea that it might be possible, by artifi-
cially transferring the infection from kine
to man, to establish the same protection
which seemed to follow the accidental
infection. He put this notion to experi-
mental test, and in 1798* published his
results in his now famous "Inquiry into
the Causes and Effects of the Variolae
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